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to the south of the ruined monastery a small tank called
Kargidya Pokhar, that answers exactly to the position of the
N&landa tank, and which is therefore, in all probability, the
identical pool of the N&ga.
I cannot close this account of the ancient Nalanda without
mentioning the noble tanks which surrounded the niins on
all sides. To the north-east are the Gidi Pokhar and the
Pansokar Pokhar, each nearly one mile in length ; while to the
south there is the Indra Pokhar, which is nearly half a mile
in length. The remaining tanks are much smaller in size, and
do not require any special notice.
Indra-Sila-Guha
From the neighbourhood of Gaya two parallel ranges of
hills stretch towards the north-east for about 36 miles to the
bank of the Panch&na river, just opposite the village of Giryek.
The eastern end of the southern range is much depressed, but
the northern range maintains its height, and ends abruptly
in two lofty peaks overhanging the Panchana river. The lower
peak on the east .is crowned with a solid tower of brick-work,
well known as Jarasandha-ka-taithak, or "Jarasandha's
throne," while the higher peak on the west, to which the name
of Giryek peculiarly belongs, bears an oblong terrace covered
with the ruins of several buildings. The principal ruin would
appear to have been a vih&r. or temple, on the highest point
of the terrace, which was approached by a steep flight of steps
leading through pillared rooms.
The two peaks are connected by a steep pavement, which
was formerly continued down to the foot of the hill opposite
the village of Giryek. At all the commanding points and
bends of this road are still to be seen the stone foundations
of small brick stupas from 5 and 6 feet to upwards of 12 feet
in diameter. At the foot of the upper slope, and within
59 feet of Jarasandha's Tower, a tank 100 feet square has been
formed, partly by excavation, and partly by building up.